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guns again saved him. Whenever the Marathas charged
home, his massed batteries swept them away. Nevertheless,
Bajirao foiled every attempt of the Nizam to extend his
lines. At last Malharrao Holkar and Yashwantrao Pawar
succeeded in getting between Safdar Jang's contingent and
the Nizam's camp and forced Safdar Jang to retreat north-
wards. The Nizam wrote for help to Delhi, but in vain;
for Khan Dauran was now openly rejoicing in his rival's
failure. He wrote to his son Nasir Jang, whom he had
left as his deputy at Haidarabad and the latter made every
effort to send reinforcements to his father's help. But
the Nizam's supplies had become so straitened, that the
old soldier resolved to wait no longer, but to extricate
himself at any cost. He piled his baggage within the walls
of Bhopal and tried to retire towards Delhi under cover
of his cannon. The Marathas strained every nerve to
stop him, but his gunners stood by their guns and with
storms of cannon shot broke up and dispersed every
hostile formation. Nevertheless the Nizam's retreat did
not exceed three miles a day. On reaching Seronj, he
learnt that the Persian king Nadir Shah had invaded India.
The news seemed to the Nizam so serious that he resolved
to buy off Bajirao at almost any price. The latter had at
one time been so sure of capturing the Nizam and his
whole army, that he had refused all offers; but his troops
had suffered so from the Nizam's cannon, that he also had
become willing to negotiate. On the llth February 1738
the generals signed a treaty. By it the Nizam gave to
Bajirao not only Malwa, but all the territory between the
Chambal and the Narbada.* He further promised to obtain,
if he could, from the emperor fifty lakhs by way of indemnity.
He obstinately refused, however, to pay any indemnity
himself, i^

Having bought off the Marathas by this humiliating
convention, the Nizam marched to Delhi to help the emperor

* The Nizam really assigned to Bajirao the province of Malwa with its borders
largely extended.